
 
 

The REGION 9 Western Review  publishes environmental 

and energy related developments for DOD/Army leaders 

and installation staff. Covering the four states and 

territories in Federal Region 9, the Western Review gives 

early notice of legislative and regulatory activities relevant 

to DOD interests. The Review also helps installations meet 

ISO 14001 environmental management system 

requirements.  

Find out more about the Army Regional Environmental 

and Energy Offices here. Click here to browse back issues 

of the Western Review. To read back issues of other 

Regional Office Reviews, click on a region of the REEO 

websiteôs U.S. map and then select ñPublications.ò To 

receive a copy of this electronic publication, send an email 

request.  

 
Landfill s to Control Methane  Emissions  

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is proposing 

two new rules to reduce emissions of landfill gas and its 

components, including methane, from new and existing 

municipal solid waste (MSW) landfills. According to EPA, 

MSW landfills are the third-largest source of human-

related methane emissions in the U.S., accounting for 

18% of methane emissions in 2013. Under the proposed 

rules, new, modified, and existing landfills would begin 

collecting and controlling landfill gas at emission levels 

nearly a third  lower than current requirements. Both 

actions are part of the Presidentôs Climate Action Plan ï 

Strategy to Reduce Methane Emissions. 

In the first rule, Emission Guidelines and Compliance 

Times for Municipal Solid Waste Landfills, EPA is 

proposing to lower the threshold at which an existing 

landfill must install controls to limit emissions of landfill 

gas (80 FR 52099). The proposed rule would update 

emission guidelines for MSW landfills. It incorporates new 

data and information received in response to an earlier 

proposed rulemaking and addresses other regulatory 

issues, including surface emissions monitoring, wellhead 

monitoring, and the definition of landfill gas treatment 

system. 

In the second rule, Standards of Performance for 

Municipal Solid Waste Landfills, EPA is proposing to lower 

the landfill gas emission rate threshold at which new and 

modified MSW landfills must install controls (80 FR 

52162). This supplemental proposal would amend the 

standards of performance for MSW landfills. It modifies a 

2014 proposal by further lowering proposed emission 

threshold at which controls would be required. EPA is 

requesting comment specifically on whether this lower 

threshold is appropriate and on the number of facilities 

that may become subject to the new requirements.  

For more information, click here to view proposed rules 

and associated fact sheets, or here for a news article. 

Comments on both proposals are due 26 OCT 15. 
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AIR  

MARICOPA COUNTY:  NEW SOURCE REVIEW   The Maricopa County Air Quality Department is proposing amendments to 

its new source review (NSR) rules. The amendments are intended to eliminate a significant gap in the Maricopa 

County NSR rules and the rules that have been approved by EPA into the Maricopa County portion of the Arizona state 

implementation plan (SIP). The proposed amendments extensively revise the departmentôs major NSR program as well 

as new NSR requirements for minor sources and minor modifications designed to protect the national ambient air 

quality standards (NAAQS).  

PINAL COUNTY:  PM10   The Pinal County Air Quality Control District is proposing a suite of amendments to control 

fugitive dust and coarse particulate matter (PM10) emissions from a variety of sources, including u npaved roads and 

unpaved parking lots. The proposed general fugitive dust rules include opacity and ground stabilization standards to 

limit PM10 emissions from unpaved roads and parking lots during windy and non-windy conditions. In addition , the 

proposed rules provide for recordkeeping requirements to assist compliance verification by the district, the Arizona 

Department of Environmental Quality ( ADEQ) and EPA. In an associated rulemaking, the district is proposing 

amendments to control PM10 emissions in the West Pinal PM10 nonattainment area. The rulemaking is in response to 

EPAôs 2012 designation of portions of Pinal County as a moderate PM10 nonattainment area. A public hearing is 

scheduled for 29 SEP 15.  

LEGISLATIVE DEVELOPMENTS 

The 2015 Arizona legislative session began 12 JAN 15 and adjourned 2 APR 15. For information about legislation in 

2015, refer to the May 2015 edition of the Review. 

 

AIR  

ON-BOARD DIAGNOSTIC SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS   The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is proposing to amend 

requirements related to California's On-Board Diagnostic System Requirements (OBD II) and associated enforcement 

provisions for passenger cars, light-duty trucks, and medium -duty vehicles and engines. Amendments to the OBD II 

regulations would account for low emission vehicle III (LEV III) applications, update the monitoring requirements for 

gasoline and diesel vehicles and engines, and clarify and improve the regulation where necessary. Comments are due 

21 SEP 15. A public hearing is scheduled for 24 and 25 SEP 15. For more information, click here. 

For more information or to comment on any state issues in  
Region 9, contact Mark Mahoney, Region 9 Environmental  
Coordinator (303) 844-0956. 

http://apps.azsos.gov/public_services/register/2015/31/28_county_notices.pdf#page=30
http://apps.azsos.gov/public_services/register/2015/35/28_county_notices.pdf#page=17
http://apps.azsos.gov/public_services/register/2015/35/28_county_notices.pdf#page=2
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/
http://www.asaie.army.mil/Public/ESOH/REEO/Western/publications.html
http://www.oal.ca.gov/res/docs/pdf/notice/32z-2015.pdf#page=23
http://www.arb.ca.gov/regact/2015/obdii2015/obdii2015locationchangenotice.pdf
http://www.arb.ca.gov/regact/2015/obdii2015/obdii2015.htm
mailto:mark.a.mahoney2@usace.army.mil
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SANTA BARBARA:  NSR  The Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District is proposing to update the districtôs 

current NSR permitting regulations . The amendments are intended to reflect recent regulatory mandates and simplify 

the permitting process for criteria air pollutants . They would: 

¶ Replace the net emission increase (NEI) calculation methodology with the potential to emit (PTE) 

methodology; 

¶ Revise the offset thresholds, ratios, and calculations; 

¶ Add offset exemptions for equipment replacements and emergency standby engines; 

¶ Add fine particulate matter ( PM2.5) to the attainment pollutant permitting requirements;  

¶ Revise the air quality impact analysis procedures; and 

¶ Create new Rule 809 (Federal Minor Source NSR) to address federal requirements. 

Public workshops are scheduled for 17 and 18 SEP 15. Comments are due 16 OCT 15.  

CLIMATE CHANGE 

CALIFORNIA SEA LEVEL RISE POLICY GUIDANCE   The California Coastal Commission approved a Final Sea Level Rise 

Policy Guidance document. The guidance calls for planners to address sea level rise science in all applicable coastal 

management and decision-making processes, including in federal consistency reviews. It also calls for minimizing the 

perpetuation of shoreline armoring, because seawalls reduce the utility of public access to beachfront. The final 

guidance contains: 

¶ A new section on using scenario-based analysis to approach sea level rise planning; 

¶ A new section on storms, extreme events, abrupt change, and sea level rise;  

¶ A new section on sea level adaptation planning and environmental justice;  

¶ A revised chapter on sea level rise adaptation strategies; and 

¶ A new chapter on the legal context of adaptation pl anning. 

For more information, click here. 

HAZMAT  

BATTERY STORAGE AND CHARGING   The California Occupational Safety and Health Standards Board adopted revisions 

to General Industry Safety Orders for storage battery regulations, which have not been updated in more than 30 

years. While addressing newer battery technologies, the final amendments more accurately reflect battery 

technologies and best practices currently in use. The revisions address storage, maintenance, and charging of valve-

regulated lead-acid (VRLA) batteries (commonly referred to as maintenance fre e batteries), lithium ion , and other 

modern battery types, which are designed, constructed, utilized , and handled differently than lead -acid batteries. The 

rulemaking amends Title 8 California Code of Regulation (CCR) Section 5185 and creates new Section 5184 (Storage 

Battery Systems), which addresses stationary battery systems, such as those used for standby power, emergency 

power, or uninterrupted power . The final rules are effective 1 OCT 15. 

NATURAL RESOURCES 

MARINE PROTECTED AREAS  The California Fish and Game Commission is proposing to amend 14 CCR 632, relating to 

marine protected areas. The proposed amendments clarify the allowed and prohibited uses for all marine managed 

area (MMA) designations, change the designation of one MMA, change the names of 21 MMAs, and refine boundary 

coordinates for 106 MMAs. Comments are due 4 DEC 15. A public meeting is scheduled for 9 DEC 15.  

NESTING BIRDS AND BIRDS OF PREY  The California Department of Fish and Wildlife is proposing to amend its 

regulations governing nesting birds and birds of prey.  The amendments are intended to clarify terms that have been 

subject to diverse interpretations by stakeholders, the general public , and department staff . They were developed 

http://www.ourair.org/081615-pub-notice/?doing_wp_cron=1441173079.7627429962158203125000
http://documents.coastal.ca.gov/assets/slr/guidance/July2015/0_FullRecFinal_Addenda.pdf
http://documents.coastal.ca.gov/assets/slr/guidance/July2015/0_FullRecFinal_Addenda.pdf
http://www.coastal.ca.gov/climate/slrguidance.html
http://services.statescape.com/RegsText/StaticDownloads/89850_164781.pdf
http://www.oal.ca.gov/res/docs/pdf/notice/35z-2015.pdf#page=11
http://www.oal.ca.gov/res/docs/pdf/notice/33z-2015.pdf#page=22
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after outreach with agriculture, forestry, building, and transportation industries and environmental and conservation 

organizations. For more information, click here. 

WASTE 

CRT GLASS DISPOSITION   The California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle) adopted an 

emergency rulemaking that revises criteria and conditions regarding the disposition of cathode ray tube (CRT) glass 

derived from the processing of certain covered electronic waste (i.e., treatment residua l CRT glass). Specifically, the 

amendments remove existing prohibitions on the disposal of treatment residual CRT glass. These changes also 

improve documentation requirements and place time limits on the ultimate disposition of treatment residual CRT glass . 

The rulemaking amends 14 CCR 18660.5, 18660.6, 18660.21, 18660.22, 18660.23, and 1860.24, effective 21 AUG 15. 

The emergency rules expire after two years, on 21 AUG 17. 

WATER 

WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN:  CHINA LAKE  The California State Water Resources Control Board is requesting public 

comment on its proposed approval of the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Boardôs amendment to the Water 

Quality Control Plan for the Lahontan Basin (commonly referred to as the  Basin Plan) that would remove the municipal 

and domestic supply beneficial use designation from certain ground waters beneath Naval Air Weapons Station China 

Lake and other locations. Comments are due 21 SEP 15. 

LOS ANGELES RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES :  METAL TMDLS  The California State Water Resources Control Board is 

proposing to approve amendments to the Los Angeles Region Basin Plan that would adopt site -specific objectives for 

lead and copper in the Los Angeles River Watershed and to revise the total maximum daily load ( TMDL) for metals in 

the Los Angeles River and Tributaries. Comments are due 30 SEP 15. For more information on the amendments, 

click here. 

LOS ANGELES RIVER WATERSHED AND BALLONA CREEK:  TRASH TMDLS  The California State Water Resources Control 

Board is proposing to approve amendments to the Los Angeles Region Basin Plan that would revise TMDLs for trash in 

the Los Angeles River Watershed and Ballona Creek Watershed (Resolution No. R15-006). Comments are due 30 SEP 

15. For more information on the amendments  for the Los Angeles River, click here and here. For more information on 

the amendments for Ballona Creek, click here and here. 

SAN DIEGO :  NITRATE IN GROUNDWATER  AND ONSITE WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS  The California State Water 

Resources Control Board is proposing to approve amendments to the  San Diego Region Basin Plan that would change 

the nitrate water quality objective for groundwater, incorporate the onsite wastewater treatment systems policy, and 

incorporate miscellaneous updates. The Basin Plan amendment for nitrate and onsite wastewater treatment system  

policy was adopted by the San Diego Water Board on 15 APR 15 (Resolution No. R9-2015-0008). Comments are due 

15 SEP 15. For more information, click here. 

SAN GABRIEL RIVER , ESTUARY AND TRIB UTARIES :  BACTERIA TMDL   The California State Water Resources Control Board 

is proposing to approve amendments to the Los Angeles Region Basin Plan that would incorporate a TMDL for 

indicator bacteria in the San Gabriel River, Estuary, and Tributaries. The Basin Plan amendment for bacteria in the San 

Gabriel River, Estuary, and Tributaries was adopted by the Los Angeles Water Board on 10 JUN 15 (Resolution No. 

R15-005). Comments are due 30 SEP 15. For more information, click here. 

ONCE THROUGH COOLING POLICY   The California State Water Resources Control held a public meeting to accept 

comments on a proposed draft resolution to delegate authority to the executive director of the board to approve, on a 

case-by-case basis, the measures that owners or operators of existing power plants that use cooling water intake 

structures shall undertake to comply with requirements for interim mitigation.  The meeting was held 18 AUG 15. 

https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Notices/Regulations/Nesting-Birds
http://services.statescape.com/RegsText/StaticDownloads/97923_166115.pdf
http://services.statescape.com/RegsText/StaticDownloads/97923_166115.pdf
http://services.statescape.com/RegsText/StaticDownloads/97422_165154.pdf
http://services.statescape.com/RegsText/StaticDownloads/97731_165676.pdf
http://services.statescape.com/RegsText/StaticDownloads/97731_165676.pdf
http://63.199.216.6/bpa/bpa_details.php?id=113
http://services.statescape.com/ssu/Regs/ss_8587605826175295163.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/tmdl/tmdl_list.shtml
http://63.199.216.6/bpa/docs/R15_006_RB_BPA_LA.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/tmdl/tmdl_list.shtml
http://63.199.216.6/bpa/docs/R15_006_RB_BPA_BC.pdf
http://services.statescape.com/RegsText/StaticDownloads/97041_164280.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/board_decisions/adopted_orders/2015/R9-2015-0008_BPA%20_April2015.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/water_issues/programs/basin_plan/nitrate_owts_bpa/tbpa.shtml
http://services.statescape.com/RegsText/StaticDownloads/97730_165675.pdf
http://63.199.216.6/bpa/docs/R15-005_RB_BPA.pdf
http://63.199.216.6/bpa/docs/R15-005_RB_BPA.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/tmdl/tmdl_list.shtml
http://services.statescape.com/RegsText/StaticDownloads/95376_163897.pdf
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PHGS FOR PESTICIDES   The California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (COEHHA) is proposing to 

update public health goals (PHGs) for the pesticides carbofuran, diquat, endrin, picloram, and thiobencarb in drinking 

water. COEHHA released a draft technical support document for the proposed updates. PHG technical support 

documents provide information on the health effects of contaminants in drinking water. A PHG is defined as the level 

of a contaminant in drinking water at which adverse health effects are not expected to occur from a lifetime of 

exposure. COEHHA is required to develop PHGs based exclusively on public health considerations. PHGs published by 

COEHHA are considered by the California State Water Resources Control Board in setting drinking water standards 

(California maximum contaminant levels, or California MCLs). A public workshop is scheduled for 28 SEP 15. 

Comments are due the same day.  

PROPOSITION 65:  WEBSIT E  COEHHA is proposing to establish the framework for a website operated by the office that 

would provide supplemental information to the public about potential exposures to Proposition 65 listed chemicals. 

The rulemaking would add new section 25205 to 27 CCR. After considering public comments, COEHHA released 

modified text of the proposal f or an additional 15-day comment period. Comments are due 21 SEP 15. To view the 

proposed text changes, click here. To view the rulemaking website, including a summary of changes, click here. 

PROPOSITION 65:  METHYL-N-BUTYL KETONE  COEHHA released a hazard identification document to support the 

reconsideration of methyl -n-butyl ketone and the consideration of its metabolite,  2,5 hexanedione, as known to cause 

reproductive toxicity  under Proposition 65. Methyl butyl ketone  is a solvent in paints, lacquers, ink thinners, glues, and 

resins. Comments are due 12 OCT 15. 

LEGISLATIVE DEVELOPMENTS 

The 2015 California legislative session began 1 DEC 14 and adjourns 11 SEP 15. Bills that do not pass in 2015 year 

carry over to the next year.  

California Bill Number, Sponsor, and Description 
Bill 

Introduced 
Passed  

1st House 
Passed 

2nd House 
Status 

AIR / CLIMATE CHANGE  

AB 239 

Assemblyman James Gallagher (R) 
Proposes to prohibit the Air Resources Board from adopting or amending 
regulations pursuant to the California Global Warming Solutions Act. 

    

AB 335 
Assemblyman Jim Patterson (R) 
Proposes to require the Air Resources Board and air districts to adopt 
regulations classifying minor violations. Defines the term ñnotice to complyò 
and requires a representative of agencies that find a minor violation to issue 
a notice to comply. 

    

AB 590 
Assemblyman Brian Dahle (R) 
Proposes to create the Biomass State Cost Share Account within the 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund. Specifies funds can be used to maintain 
the current level of biomass power generation in the state and revitalize 
currently idle facilities in strategically located regions.  

    

AB 692 
Assemblyman Bill Quirk (D) 
Proposes to require state agency buyers of transportation fuels to procure 
an unspecified percentage of the total amount of fuel purchased from very 
low carbon transportation fuel sources. Increases the required percentage of 
very low carbon fuel to be purchased annually.  

    

http://www.oal.ca.gov/res/docs/pdf/notice/33z-2015.pdf#page=34
http://www.oal.ca.gov/res/docs/pdf/notice/21z-2015.pdf#page=29
http://services.statescape.com/RegsText/StaticDownloads/91293_152580.pdf
http://oehha.ca.gov/prop65/CRNR_notices/WarningWeb/pdf/LeadAgencyWebsite2ndModText.pdf
http://oehha.ca.gov/prop65/CRNR_notices/WarningWeb/WebTextModificationSept.html
http://www.oal.ca.gov/res/docs/pdf/notice/35z-2015.pdf#page=27
http://nj.gov/health/eoh/rtkweb/documents/fs/1280.pdf
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB239
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB335
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB590
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB692



















































