ASA I&E GEOFFREY G. PROSCH

FORT HAMILTON GROUND BREAKING 
 REMARKS
11 AUG 04

GOOD MORNING DISTINGUISHED GUESTS.

ON BEHALF OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY, LES BROWNLEE, IT IS MY PLEASURE TO JOIN YOU FOR THIS MOMENTOUS OCCASION.  I CAN THINK OF NO BETTER WAY TO START A DAY THAN TO BREAK GROUND ON A PROJECT THAT WILL SIGNIFICANTLY IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE OF OUR SOLDIERS AND THEIR FAMILIES. 

TODAY IS A GREAT DAY FOR THE ARMY, A GREAT DAY FOR FORT HAMILTON AND GMH MILITARY HOUSING, AND A GREAT DAY FOR THE ARMY’S RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITIES INITIATIVE PROGRAM.  TODAY WE CELEBRATE MONTHS OF COLLABORATION AND TEAMWORK AS WE BREAK GROUND FOR THE BEGINNING OF $60 MILLION DOLLARS IN DEVELOPMENT AT FORT HAMILTON.  OF COURSE, THIS IS JUST A START TO THE OVER $650M OF DEVELOPMENT FUNDS DEDICATED TO FORT HAMILTON OVER THE NEXT 50 YEARS.

TO BEGIN, I'D LIKE TO THANK EACH OF YOU FOR YOUR DEDICATION AND SUPPORT OF THIS PROJECT.  THE FORT HAMILTON GARRISON STAFF, AND THE GMH STAFF WORKED MANY LONG HOURS TO DEVELOP A PLAN FOR NOT ONLY THE CONSTRUCTION AND RENOVATION, BUT ALSO FOR THE QUALITY OPERATION AND MANAGEMENT OF THE HAMILTON COMMUNITY FOR THE NEXT 50 YEARS.  TOGETHER THEY ARE PUTTING THE MILTARY FAMILY FIRST AND MAKING SURE THAT FORT HAMILTON OFFERS A COMMUNITY THAT IS COMPARABLE IN BOTH SERVICES AND STRUCTURES TO MODERN FIRST-CLASS CIVILIAN RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITIES.  

THESE STAFFS COULD NOT HAVE EXECUTED THIS PROJECT ALONE.  IT TAKES INSIGHTFUL AND ACTIVE LEADERSHIP TO BRING A PROJECT LIKE THIS TO CLOSURE, AND FORT HAMILTON WAS FORTUNATE TO HAVE THE MILITARY DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON COMMANDER, MAJOR GENERAL GALEN JACKMAN, AND GARRISON COMMANDER, COLONEL C. C. WILLIAMS, AT THE HELM DURING THIS PROCESS.  THROUGH THEIR CONTINUOUS AND SUPPORTIVE GUIDANCE, MANY ISSUES WERE RESOLVED TO THE BENEFIT OF THE MILITARY FAMILY.

LAST BUT NOT LEAST, I WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE SOLDIERS AND FAMILIES OF FORT HAMILTON.  AS YOU KNOW BY NOW, THE RCI PROCESS ENCOURAGES PARTICIPATION AT ALL LEVELS.  FORT HAMILTON ENCOURAGED YOUR INPUT TO THIS PROJECT BY HOSTING A NUMBER OF FOCUS GROUPS AND DESIGN CHARETTES WHERE YOU CONTRIBUTED TO THE PLANS FOR THE NEW HAMILTON COMMUNITY.  YOU EMBRACED THE OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE AND AS A RESULT THE COMMUNITIES BUILT HERE WILL MORE SUCCESSFULLY ACCOMMODATE THE LIVING REQUIREMENTS AND WELL-BEING OF THE MILITARY FAMILY.  I CONGRATULATE YOU ON THE WAY YOU HAVE EMBRACED THE CHANGES THAT MILITARY HOUSING PRIVATIZATION BRINGS WITH IT.  IT IS THIS SPIRIT OF PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE ARMY, THE PRIVATE PARTNER, AND THE MILITARY FAMILY THAT WILL MAKE THIS PROJECT A SUCCESS.

 OUR PRIVATIZATION PROJECTS HAVE DEMONSTRATED THAT THE RCI PROGRAM AND ITS PROCESSES ARE EFFECTIVE AND SUCCESSFUL TOOLS THAT ATTRACT WORLD CLASS DEVELOPERS TO PARTNER WITH THE ARMY.  GARY HALLOWAY (SUPPORTED BY HIS GMH MILITARY HOUSING TEAM) IS THE EPITOME OF THE TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT PARTNER THE ARMY NEEDS.  

I SINCERELY THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS GREAT OCCASION WHICH MARKS THE ARMY’S CONTINUING COMMITMENT TO OUR MEN AND WOMEN AND THEIR FAMILIES SERVING THIS COUNTRY.   
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